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By Dr. Richard P. Bucher 

Ash Wednesday is the name given to the first day of 
the season of Lent, in which the Pastor applies ashes 
to the foreheads of Christians to signify an inner    
repentance. But what is the history and the meaning 
of this Christian holy day? 

Ash Wednesday, originally called dies cinerum (day of 
ashes) is mentioned in the earliest copies of the   
Gregorian Sacramentary, and probably dates from at 
least the 8th Century. One of the earliest descriptions 
of Ash Wednesday is found in the writings of the     
Anglo-Saxon abbot Aelfric (955-1020). In his Lives of 
the Saints, he writes, "We read in the books both in 
the Old Law and in the New that the men who       
repented of their sins bestrewed themselves with 
ashes and clothed their bodies with sackcloth. Now 
let us do this little at the beginning of our Lent that 
we strew ashes upon our heads to signify that we 
ought to repent of our sins during the Lenten fast." 
Aelfric then proceeds to tell the tale of a man who 
refused to go to church for the ashes and was       
accidentally killed several days later in a boar hunt! 
This quotation confirms what we know from other 
sources, that throughout the Middle Ages ashes were 
sprinkled on the head, rather than anointed on the 
forehead as in our day. 

As Aelfric suggests, the pouring of ashes on one's 
body (and dressing in sackcloth, a very rough       
material) as an outer manifestation of inner          
repentance or mourning is an ancient practice. It is 
mentioned several times in the Old Testament. What 
is probably the earliest occurrence is found at the  
very end of the book of Job. Job, having been rebuked by God, confesses, 
"Therefore I despise myself and repent in dust and ashes" (Job 42:6). Other 
examples are found in 2 Samuel 13:19, Esther 4:1,3, Isaiah 61:3, Jeremiah 
6:26. In the New Testament, Jesus alludes to the practice in Matthew 11:21: 
"Woe to you, Korazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! If the miracles that were       
performed in you had been performed in Tyre and Sidon, they would have    
repented long ago in sackcloth and ashes." 

The History and  

Meaning of Ash Wednesday  

Story continues on page 2 . . . .  



 In the typical Ash Wednesday observance, Christians are invited to the altar to receive the  imposition of 
ashes, prior to receiving the holy Supper. The Pastor applies ashes in the shape of the cross on the    
forehead of each, while speaking the words, "For dust you are and to dust you shall return" (Genesis 
3:19). This is of course what God spoke to Adam and Eve after they eaten of the forbidden fruit and 
fallen into sin. These words indicated to our first parents the bitterest fruit of their sin, namely death. In 
the context of the Ash Wednesday imposition of ashes, they remind each   penitent of their sinfulness 
and mortality, and, thus, their need to repent and get right with God before it is too late. The cross     
reminds each penitent of the good news that through Jesus Christ   crucified there is forgiveness for all 
sins, all guilt, and all punishment. 

Many Christians choose to leave the ashes on their forehead for the remainder of the day, not to be 
showy and boastful (see Matthew 6:16-18). Rather, they do it as a witness that all people are sinners in 
need of repentance AND that through Jesus all sins are forgiven through faith. 

Ash Wednesday, like the season of Lent, is never mentioned in Scripture and is not commanded by God. 
Christians are free to either observe or not observe it. It also should be obvious that the imposition of 
ashes, like similar external practices, are meaningless, even hypocritical, unless there is a corresponding 
inner repentance and change of behavior. This is made clear in Isaiah 58:5-7 when God says, 

Is this the kind of fast I have chosen, only a day for a man to humble himself? Is it only for    
bowing one's head like a reed and for lying on sackcloth and ashes ? Is that what you call a fast, a 
day acceptable to the LORD? 6 "Is not this the kind of fasting I have chosen: to loose the chains 
of injustice and untie the cords of the yoke, to set the oppressed free and break every yoke? 7 Is 
it not to share your food with the hungry and to provide the poor wanderer with shelter-- when 
you see the naked, to clothe him, and not to turn away from your own flesh and blood? 

With this in mind, however, the rite of ashes on Ash Wednesday is heartily recommended to the Christian 
as a grand opportunity for repentance and spiritual renewal within the framework of confession and    
absolution. A blessed Ash Wednesday observance to all.  
 
This article was obtained from the website of   Our Redeemer Lutheran Church  (LCMS) in Lexington, KY. 
Please remember that our celebration of Ash Wednesday is on February 17th at 7:00 pm. 
There will be the imposition of ashes and Holy Communion.  Let us prayerfully consider, during this time 
of reflection and repentance, what God has done for us through His beloved Son, Jesus Christ. 
 

 

A from your DCO. 

Here it is February already! What happened to January?  There is so much to share with you this month.  First I 
want you to know that I finally received an email from Sheba.  As you know their providence experienced        
wide-spread flooding, followed by internal political strife with much burning, looting, and rioting.  Sheba was un-
able to hire workers to continue with construction.   However, her recent email was one sentence which said,  
“Construction has begun again.  Praise God! 
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Please continue to pray for Compassion Clement Mission  

and the children who are hearing the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 



DATES TO REMEMBER!! 

 

6 Week course entitled “The POWER OF WE” Video-based Bible Study Thursday nights beginning Feb 4th from 
7pm  to 8 pm in the Church lounge.  This study takes a deep look at marriage, in which God promises that “the 
two will become one flesh”.  Joining man and woman together for life, God enables husband and wife to weather 
all storms and forces that would destroy and provide a home- a safe place –for children to grow strong in spirit.  
Free babysitting provided. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SUNDAY, FEB. 7TH  is FELLOWSHIP SUNDAY.  Is there someone you would like to invite to church but haven’t 
done so yet? Now is the time.  If you would like the Evangelism committee to invite, please fill out the green      
bulletin insert and put it in the basket on the table in the lounge or call Kay McCulloch,  593-4735 (H) or 593-
4296 (W). There will be a special coffee hour after church. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Greeters:   Please contact me if you would like to be part of this ministry on Sunday mornings and let me know 
when you would like to serve. 
 
 
 
 
 

FEBRUARY 17TH   ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICE 7:00 PM 

 

SUNDAY, FEB. 21ST.  There will be a special one day Bible Study entitled “ABC’s of Christianity,  All About   
Jesus. Invitations have been sent to all of our Daycare families.  Please join us for a Continental breakfast, Bible 
study and fellowship at 9:00 am Sunday morning in the Fellowship Hall. 
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FEBRUARY 22nd.  Altar Guild Members:  There will be a   
cleaning, sorting, and organizing workshop on Monday           
afternoon at 1:00 pm on February 22.   If you can give an hour 
or so to clean out the working sacristy, it would be greatly      
appreciated. 



 
 
                                          

 

 

 

Ellianna – A Bittersweet Time for TCD 

 

 Our daycare’s first child and longest with at TCD is leaving her second home in mid-February.  
Sadly, but with joy, Ellianna departs after having been with us from the age of 4 weeks to her present 
three years. 

Ellie came to us through a special age waiver to be enrolled as a newborn as her foster mother 
Susan was in need of childcare.  Nancy Link became her major daily caregiver overseeing Ellie’s needs of 
feeding, napping, diapering, etc, often stretching to nine hours a day.  Nancy remembers Ellianna’s very 
petite size – so very, very small.   But grow she finally did, finally mastering crawling, walking, and her 
first few words.  The toddler room soon became her next “second home” as she made more progress with 
counting, sorting, coloring, and being with other children. 

Just recently Ellianna’s foster mother became her real mother with the completion of adoption 
proceedings.  Susan is retiring in February from Alfred State and will be a stay-at-home mom. 

Susan recently wrote to TCD, “It’s been a real second home to Ellie, who has thrived there since 
her 4th week of life and has learned many skills there.  I have always been impressed with the quality of 
care she received and happy Christian atmosphere.”  Ellie will be missed. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

February Birthdays  
 
1 Rocket Roeske 
3 Marlene Bledsoe, Gary Graham, Vickie Hand 
4 Travis Dice, Terrence Monroe, Doreen Taylor 
5 RC Klein, Justin Vossler 
7 Julie Eldridge 
9 Don Kaake 
10 Randy Moll 
11 Peter Moll, Nicole Wesche 
12 Debra Moll 
13 Richard Kling, Robert Mangels, Chuck White 
14 Kato Aldrich 
15 Pete Carlin, Deb Martin, John Nydegger 
17 Andy Crawford, Jon Ebeling, Beth Klein 
19 Jacob Cornelius, Arnold  Hurd, Zack Martin 
20 Lou DiStrola 
21 Dan English 
22 Carlton Bledsoe 
23 Lauren Moll 
24 Schyler Kling, Alexis White 
26 Scott Vossler 
28 Toni Kling 

& Anniversaries 
20 Jim & Dena Helms 

TRINITY CHRISTIAN DAYCARE 
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TUESDAY—FEBRUARY 16, 2010 @ 6:00PM 

MEN’S CLUB/FELLOWSHIP CLUB 

CAJUN DINNER 

 

MORE DETAILS TO FOLLOW  

IN CHURCH BULLETIN 

WATCH FOR SIGN UP SHEET!  



 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 Dorcas Guild    

  

   

  

 During January, Dorcas gals tied one large striped quilt—pretty and 
not too complicated. Campbell soup labels were cut and sorted and some    
flannel graph figures were cut out. Also the edges of three large quilts were 
pinned. 
 

 Our thanks to Shelly Dunne for the delivery of three quilts to the Open 
Door Mission in Rochester. 
 

 The weather caused problems for some members and we hope        
February will be better.  
 

 Why not join us Feb. 8th & Feb. 22 at 9:30 am!  
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Men’s Club 

 

The regular monthly meeting of Men’s club was held at 
the fellowship hall with 13 members present. A delicious 
pancake dinner was enjoyed by all. Thanks Dave. 
 
After a short business meeting, Dave Pinney gave an in-
teresting video presentation on the Sinclair clean up pro-
ject. 
 
The February meeting will be held at the Fellowship Hall 
on the 16th at 6 pm.  

 

   Paul Vossler, Secretary 

Ladies Aid 
  

Ladies Aid was unable to meet on 
Friday, January 8 due to weather 
conditions.  The next meeting will 
be on Friday, February 5th at 

1:00pm. 
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ABBREVIATED CONGREGATIONAL 

MINUTES 
December 14, 2009 

 
 
 Jim Helms, Pastor Robert Morris, 
Fran Lanphier, Kato Aldrich, Dick Kling, 
Carol English, Marv Wood, Barry Dunne, 
Kristin Crawford, Linda Gridley, Kay 
McCulloch, Pete Carlin and Marge Vossler 
were in          attendance.  
 It was decided to have the present 
officers “rolled over” to the next year to 
coincide with the constitution dates for 
election of officers. Jim will have an     
interim president take his place from the 
first of 2010 until      December 2010. 
The interim president will be appointed 
and approved by the congregation. 
 The budget was revisited, 
amended slightly and approved. A human 
resource committee will be formed to    
review salaries, vacation, etc of all       
employees except Pastor-the Board of 
Elders is responsible for him. 
 Fran reviewed the charities fund 
and it was decided to give donations to 
Youth for Christ, Isaac’s,  Helping Hands, 
Wellsville Soup Kitchen and Wellspring 
Ministries. 
 Council’s retreat will be held   
February 13th.to review the past year and 
make plans for 2010. 
 
     
  Respectfully submitted,
  Kay McCulloch 

TELCO TREASURERS REPORT  
 2009 BUDGET TOTAL 2009 
INCOME:   

OFFERINGS  158,206.71 
BUILDING USE  710.00 
COUNSELING  765.00 
TOTAL INCOME  159,681.71 
TRANSFERS IN  33,885.78 
TOTAL FUNDS 
AVAILABLE  193,567.49 

   

EXPENSES:   

PAYROLL 146,632.00 154,911.15 
BOARD OF ELDERS 1,715.00 2,001.06 
EDUCATION 3,335.00 2,836.22 
YOUTH 1,000.00 835.61 
STEWARDSHIP 8,300.00 5,761.80 
EVANGELISM 5,025.00 5,187.67 
OFFICE 3,200.00 2,877.82 
CONVENTIONS 750.00 966.02 
PROPERTIES 57,736.00 79,069.53 
DAYCARE 34,000.00 8,500.00 
TOTAL EXPENSE 
BUDGET 261,693.00 262,946.88 

   

PAID BY MEMORIAL 
FUNDS  62,202.38 
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Word Search Puzzle 
from www.geocities.com/lectionarypuzzles/ 

free to distribute for free with this notice 

words in a straight line left to right or top to bottom 

 

F U E L I J A H O A D C M S P 

A P P E A R E D N P E L O A E 

C A A T W H I L E P P O S Y T 

E F B H H I G U A E A T E I E 

P T O E I M H K C A R H S N R 

R E U Y C D T E C R T E U G D 

A R T L H A N D O A U S D S S 

Y W E R E Z R A M N R B D W P 

I W E N T Z S Y P C E E E H E 

N T O O K L V S L E W C N I A 

G L O R Y I J T I O I A L T K 

J E S U S N O W S F T M Y E I 

J A M E S G H O H T H E S E N 

M E N M O U N T A I N S A W G 

H I S J E R U S A L E M W A S 

C H A N G E D A T A L K I N G 

 

(Luke 9:28-31)  Now about eight days after these sayings Jesus took with him Peter 
and John and James, and went up on the mountain to pray. (29) And while he was 
praying, the appearance of his face changed, and his clothes became dazzling white. 
(30) Suddenly they saw two men, Moses and Elijah, talking to him. (31) They ap-
peared in glory and were speaking of his departure, which he was about to accom-

plish at Jerusalem. (NRSV) 

Word List 
 

APPEARANCE    ACCOMPLISH    JERUSALEM    DEPARTURE    SUDDENLY    
SPEAKING    MOUNTAIN    DAZZLING    APPEARED    TALKING    SAYINGS      
PRAYING    CLOTHES    CHANGED    ELIJAH    BECAME    WHITE    WHILE    

WHICH    THESE    PETER    MOSES    JESUS    JAMES    GLORY    EIGHT    AFTER    
ABOUT    WITH    WERE    WENT    TOOK    THEY    NRSV    LUKE    JOHN    FACE    

DAYS    WAS    TWO    SAW    NOW    MEN    HIS    HIM    AND    UP    ON    OF    AT 
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Murder 

Mystery Night 
Friday, February 5th 

Time: 6:00 pm 

Location:  Trinity Fellowship Hall 

Come enjoy food, fun, and  

fellowship.  6 to 8 people are 

needed to take part in the  

mystery.  If you would like to    

participate and be one of the   

players contact Shelly.    596-6602 

Contact person: Shelly Dunne 
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Sundays at  9 AM 

 Everyone Welcome! 

Feb. 6, 2010 
6 PM 

Any Youth in Grades 6 – 12 
are Welcome 



 

Minister:  Reverend Robert S. Morris  (585) 593-4439 

Director Of Christian Outreach:  Betty Wood  (585) 593-2405 

                   (DCO) 

Daycare Director:  Carol English (585) 593-3820 

 

 

Director Of Music:  Carole A. Aldrich 

470 N. Main Street 
Wellsville, NY 14895 

585-593-3311 

First Trinity Ev. 

Lutheran Church 

 
 
 
 

WE’
RE O

N T
HE 

WEB
 

www.trinitywellsville.org 

EVANGELISM COMMITTEE 

 

 Friendship Sunday will be held February 7th. We will have fellowship, finger foods and desserts in place 
of the coffee hour after service. No dinner will be held this year. Please invite your friends, neighbors and      
co-workers to join us. 
 There is a lot of buzz concerning the New Orleans road trip. We will have a meeting after church on 
January 31st to determine a time to go. We would like as many as we can to help restore residences destroyed 
by Hurricane Katrina. Help is also needed to cook and serve meals for the workers. There will be no charge for 
anyone who wants to join in. 
 Know anyone who has no idea what it is to have a church or worship the Lord? Pastor will be         
conducting a monthly class entitled “The ABC’s of Christianity” starting February 21st.  Classes will be at the 
same time as Sunday School so those with children can bring them along to their own class. The first class 
will be “All About Jesus”. Many parents of the day care children and VBS children have expressed an interest 
in learning about God and our church. Pray that this outreach will open the hearts and eyes of many who do 
not know Jesus. 
 If you have any ideas about outreach-locally, nationally or globally-join our small but active           
committee. We meet at 6:00 PM on the last Wednesday of the month-we would love your input! 
 
        God bless, 
        Kay McCulloch, chair 


